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Identify this year’s focus in any of these areas:  
 
Curriculum: (IA Core Work or Content Standards) 
     The HCSD math team was very productive working on curriculum this year.  This 
was the first year of implementing our newly adopted materials.  The high school 
adopted the ALEKS program which is an adaptive learning technology that challenges 
students at their level.  High school teachers also adopted the Glencoe ConnectEd 
math program.  The elementary teachers adopted the Everyday Math 4 (EM4) 
ConnectEd math program.  Math teachers spent time becoming more familiar with these 
newly adopted materials by exploring, collaborating, and learning from reps and 
webinars.  During this work, we were very mindful of the Iowa Core and Content 
Standards because the year before we explored the Iowa Core and Content Standards 
deeply with the new material selection process and our evaluation tool that we had 
created.  A lot was accomplished this year with curriculum during our math professional 
development time together.  
 
Instruction: (AIW Connections) 
     Our math team took a deep look at our instruction over the course of the year.  Best 
practices in math instruction are the Standards for Mathematical Practice (SMP).  A 
graphic organizer was created-  http://goo.gl/D4jwk7  -and used to self evaluate the use 
of the SMP through a Glencoe or EM4 lense.  Teachers reflected on instructional areas 
they could improve upon, and collaborated on areas they could strengthen with the use 
of the SMP in their classrooms daily.  This was such an important process because the 
Smarter Balance Standards that we could possibly adopt in the future tests 50% math 
content and 50% mathematical practice standards.  Teachers then had a share out 
session and discussion on what new instructional practices they were trying in their 
classrooms daily, and results of those explorations.  By strengthening our instruction 
with the use of SMP’s, students were able to gain deeper conceptual understanding, 
have more elaborated conversations, and gain greater mathematical value beyond 
school.  While exploring these instructional practices our math teachers grew in the 
areas where they felt was the greatest need for growth in their individual instruction. 

http://goo.gl/D4jwk7




 


