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Identify this year’s focus in any of these areas:  
 
Curriculum: (IA Core Work or Content Standards) 
This year we were introduced to the draft and the final approved draft of the new Iowa 
Social Studies Standards.  This spring we spent a significant amount of time going 
through the draft as a team and not only seeing how the new standards were set up, but 
we also began the process of assessing our own curriculum and determining how it 
aligns with the new standards.  We concluded that we needed to outline both grade 
level and course level curriculum guides that align with the new standards.  This was 
work that was begun in our curriculum groups on Wednesdays, but is a great deal more 
work than can be accomplished during that short time. We created a TQ class in which 
these curriculum guides can be further developed over the summer months.  
 
Instruction: (AIW Connections) 
We spent the previous year learning about the C3 Inquiry Framework. This is made up 
of 4 Dimensions that will lead to inquiry based learning.  We found that this approach to 
learning has many connections to AIW.  It stresses lessons that have a high degree of 
higher order learning skills as well as substantive conversations. This past fall we spent 
time looking at lessons for which we wanted to use the C3 Framework.  We revised thes 
specific lessons using the 4 Dimensions.  We then took these lessons and worked them 
through the lens of AIW in our different building level groups. We compiled the revised 
lessons in a public folder where we can share our learning with one another.  
 
Assessment: (Formative and/or Summative) 
In revising the lessons using the C3 framework we were asking the students to do a 
different kind of formative assessment than we had used in the past.  We spent time 
discussion the student work which the new approach was producing. The next step after 
we align the curriculum is to create and align new assessments.  This will be done over 
the next 2 years.  
 
 
 



 


